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The focus of Woodlin Elementary School is the center
building, the original edifice of the school {19245}, The

gsterior of this s=small, ries-nh ory &1ementmry school
resembles its 19408 character. ‘ The interior has bssn

4 renovated and no longer approximates Frank Frooctor
original design.

T \uuThia gtru:tura has traditional fea+ures oive
the building & bDeorgian sbvle. Moweswver, it &l
extremsly  simplifi d Bullding with & modern 235 e,
Woodlin is built of red brick wilth  Flat  walls imioles
stong  Couwrsss  and  cornioe (rid traditionmal ml,
articulated bhrick guoins, and mobtifs resenbl iar
chimney stacks terainating sach snd of the oen Dia e
The school’s presr et ?ymmetry is mosht pronc FOHm
the front (facing LUuzsrng  Avenusl. This i=
compr i sed of & ripart composition. T mal
parallel wings {(roughly rectangular  and designed T o
ClassroDms? Flank & ssih-back center Lloock. Topether,
they create the traditional and symmetric He-plan.

f = The center-recessed block, surfohrEad i-by a cupola,
is oriented toward the public view. The main entrance
facade is & tripart with center . enitrance gporch. The
classical porch with white pDI“ChFumEd wood  wunfluted
columns in the simple Doric Order vet with:both base and
capital) is raised on a three ctappad platform. & window

above the deoor provides light to the interior entry hall.
The pediment of +the porch has & half circle window.

Todayyvibe roof is rads s = 07 SLimld
Fortunately,. modern  agdditions have béen build fto the
sides (and not the front) of this edifice. The buillding

now has a low-riding, lateral, vet.still roughly symmetric
disposition.
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Framk Prooctor tm complemnent Lhe sxisting thrul AN CAMpUE o
Montoomery  Mills Junior High Bohool, louvated across  the
playing +ield from Woodlin. In contrast Mﬂntqmmaf‘
i this

County’s Georgilan Revival schools of  the 193
it

building represents  the transition from the classical
Georgian  to the modsrn. This is becauss it has  both
Georogl an and modern ztylistic features.

This achgmi izm  also the product of the phenomsnal
ogrowth of  the ashington, L. suburtbs  in Montgomery
County, Maryland, during  the mid-20th ocentury. The

dramatic- “increase in student snrotiment nmecessitsted the
eracted of new buildings.

This Georgl an style edifice represents the
persfstence of the classical tradition during the firsht
half of the ZOth century, & period when traditionalism and
modernism  came head to  head. Durindg “the 19%50s,
architect Howard Cutler defined the academic i mage
of  Montogomsry  County™s public schools  along traditional
lines. He often reli=d upon references to
classical architecturs. Dutler was oconcsrned with  the

great traditions and syvmbolic potential of architecture.

The bGeorglan is ths nams given o thse English
Barogues, a classical 17tk and  18th century styvle. The
English Barogue 1s known for its  symmebtry, dignity  and

academicism, and for  bheing more restrained than
continesntal Barogue styles. ] variation (wE3 the
Georgi an WAs transplanted to the English colonies in
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STATEMENT OF STIGNIFICANDIE CONTINUED)
NMorth  fAmerics, incloding Virginia and Maryland. Both
Williamshurg, Virginia, arnd  fAnnapolis,  Maryvland,  are
brensn o their Georgl an Colonial architecbure.
Georgian  architecture was rejected by americans after Lhe
fAmeri oan Flewvol ubion hecause the 5tv@ was assoclated
with Eregl i Ll The revived classicism of  the
Amer il oan Fernal ssand charimg the lﬁtﬁ 194k ard
S0tk century fostered  a Georg Revival.

Durrdrgy the 1950, Johin 0. Fockefeller?
restoration of Williamsburog, Virginia, resulisd  din
another Georglan Hevival. By this time, the public™s
peroception of eorglian architechtuwrs  was onitive. F155
£ ﬂ}ﬁﬁﬁlﬁ&l mhvle, Georgi an represented
L& d1+1m civility, and Most importantly, it

STt with +hH Aimer i can WJE%urF‘ m“d
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Cupod s, the zmall  domes-like structure on the
polyogonal bases centrally placsd atop the edlflc_, WES P
traditionally associated with civic architechurs, The
inclusion of cupola on the school, WwasE A Way to stress bhe
civioc nature of the respective Bred 1 imos.
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civio o in
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im endows Woodlin with the charactber of #
i Tin Frootor™s

3 . Vet , m e

:&ﬁlﬂ mal
thveretny bhe sof fﬁGL L tim
century Montgomsry Dounty. I Amdlhlanq Frootor
probalbily intluenced by Moward Wright Cutlers desion
Weastbhrook Elementary SBchooel (19239 in Bethesda. Cutler s
sohonl was inspired by Georoglan domestic architectiures.

e

Interestingly. it is only the center section of this
bBuilding that is Georglan. Im particular, the oupola
and  porch o give  this  building 1 (eacr arn character,
The wings sre smodern and bhave mo traditional el ement
This reveals one archibtect’ s alfmmmf tor maks reference Lo
e aradﬁmim traditions whi had dominated Montgomery
County™s  public schools, yﬁt also oreate & nodernish
bu1Ld1mg,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

borderg the Hebrew Academy of Greater Washington,
Brookville Road, Warren and Luzerne Avenue;
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
- (301) 267-1438
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